Lesson 18

SPELLING/PHONICS

Name

unused

untrue

refresh

unload

dislike

recall

replace

displease

unpaid

uneven

redo

rebuild

disorder

restart

unplanned

uncover

distrust

untidy

rewind

discolor

Word Study
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Grade 4

Lesson 21

SPELLING/PHONICS

Name

event

siren

humor

polite

rapid

hotel

music

protest

relief

punish

planet

defend

detail

relay

unite

habit

frozen

student

figure

moment

Word Study
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Grade 4

Lesson 24

SPELLING/PHONICS

Name

hundred

monster

supply

settle

single

address

middle

farther

explain

sample

surprise

although

pilgrim

turtle

sandwich

athlete

instead

orchard

complete

kingdom

Word Study
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

Grade 4

Lesson 25

SPELLING/PHONICS

Name

idea

poet

lion

science

usual

diary

radio

violin

liar

period

poem

February

India

cereal

piano

video

January

meteor

quiet

rodeo

Word Study
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

Grade 4

Syllabicate the

Syllabicate the

dictionary.

word.

Syllabicate the
following words and
write VCCCV under
the word.

1) uncertain un/cer/tain

1) camel – c a m e l

1) address –

2) unfriendly

2) razor

following words given
with the use of

3) relive
4) disagreement 5) dislodge 6) unfasten 7) unhealthy
8) distrust
9) unbolt 10) discomfort -

following words and
write VCV under the

v c v

3) never
4) planet
5) clever
6) topic
7) finish
8) fever
9) final
10) promise

address
v c c c v

Syllabicate the
following and write
VV under the word.
1) idea – I d e a
v v

2) science
3) usual

2) although

4) poem

3) complain

5) India

4) constant

6) cereal

5) dolphin

7) February

6) employ

8) quiet

7) explain
8) orphan
9) orchard
10) sandwich

9) piano
10) liar

Syllabicate the following words given with the
use of dictionary.
1) uncertain - un/cer/tain
2) unfriendly – un/friend/ly
3) relive – re/live
4) disagreement – dis/a/gree/ ment
5) dislodge – dis/lodge
6) unfasten – un/fas/ten
7) unhealthy – un/health/y
8) distrust – dis/trust
9) unbolt – un/bolt
10) discomfort – dis/com/fort

Syllabicate the following words and write VCV
under the word.
1) camel – c a m e l
v c v

2) razor – r a z o r
v c v

3) never – n e v e r
v c v

4) planet – p l a n e t
v c v

5) clever – c l e v e r
v c v

6) topic – t o p i c
v c v

7) finish – f i n i s h
v c v

8) fever – f e v e r
v c v

9) final – f i n a l
v c v

10) promise – p r o m i s e
v c v

Syllabicate the following words and write VCCCV
under the word.
1) address – a d d r e s s

Syllabicate the following and write VV under the
word.
1) idea – I d e a

v c c c v

2) although – a l t h o u g h

v v

2) science – s c i e n c e

v c c c v

v v

3) complain – c o m p l a i n

3) usual – u s u a l

4) constant – c o n s t a n t

4) poem – p o e m

v c c c v

v v

v c c c v

5) dolphin – d o l p h i n

v v

5) India – I n d i a

v c c c v

6) employ – e m p l o y

v v

6) cereal – c e r e a l

v c c c v

7) explain – e x p l a i n

v v

7) February – F e b r u a r y

v c c c v

8) orphan – o r p h a n

v v

8) quiet – q u i e t

v c c c v

9) orchard – o r c h a r d

v v

9) piano – p i a n o

v c c c v

10) sandwich – s a n d w i c h
v c c c v

v v

10) liar -

liar
v v
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Journeys Projectables G4

Projectable 18.4

Hercules’ Quest Grammar Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases

Prepositions
A preposition is a word that shows a connection
between other words in a sentence.
preposition
My favorite fable is about an unusual
road race.

Thinking Question

What word shows a
connection between
other words in the
sentence?

Find the preposition in each underlined phrase. Then write the preposition
on the line.
1. The race is between a rabbit and a turtle.
2. The rabbit believes he can beat the turtle without any effort.
3. The turtle agrees to the rabbit’s challenge.
4. Dumbly, the rabbit takes a long nap during the race.
5. The turtle sees the rabbit sleeping under a tree.
6. Slowly, the turtle continues along the path.
7. Suddenly, the rabbit looks down the road.
8. He sees the turtle near the finish line.
9. All the other animals are cheering for the turtle.
10. The turtle reaches the finish line before the silly rabbit.

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 4
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Journeys Projectables G4

Projectable 18.5

Hercules’ Quest

Grammar Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases

Prepositional Phrases
A prepositional phrase begins with a
preposition and ends with a noun or a
pronoun. These words and all of the
words in between them make up the
prepositional phrase.

Thinking Question

What phrase begins
with a preposition and
ends with a noun or
a pronoun?

The Nemean lion ate an antelope herd
for his breakfast.
prepositional phrase
In each sentence below, underline the prepositional phrase once and the
preposition twice.
1. The Nemean lion emerged from the trees.
2. Hercules hit the beast with his club.
3. The lion roared at the sky.
4. Hercules threw spears at the lion.
5. The lion ran in angry circles.
6. Hercules wrapped his hands around the lion’s neck.

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 4
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Journeys Projectables G4

Projectable 18.6

Hercules’ Quest

Grammar Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases

Prepositional Phrases to
Provide Details
A prepositional phrase can give more details
in a sentence. A prepositional phrase can tell
where, when, or how.

Thinking Question

What is the
prepositional phrase
in the sentence? What
details does it give
about the sentence?

Hercules fought snakes with his
bare hands.
Where: He fought them in his crib.
When: He fought them in the morning.
How:

Underline the prepositional phrase in each sentence. Write how, where, or
when on the line to tell what details it gives about the sentence.
1. The fight began at dawn.
2. Hercules ran to the Hydra’s cave.
3. He yelled into the darkness.
4. Terrified animals peeked from the forest.
5. The Hydra charged with a chilling scream.
6. Hercules swung his sword through the air.
7. Soon the Hydra’s heads rolled on the ground.
8. Hercules was grateful for the rest of his life.
9. He sailed home under beautiful stars.
10. The wind carried his boat to Greece.
Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 4
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Projectable 21.4

The World According to Humphrey

Grammar Comparative and Superlative Adjectives and Adverbs

Comparative Forms of Adjectives
A comparative adjective compares two things,
places, or people. Many comparative adjectives
end in -er.
Example
comparative form of slow: slower
A rabbit is slower than a hamster.

Thinking Question

Are there two persons,
places, or things being
compared? Does the
adjective end in -er or
use more?

Form the comparative of each adjective in parentheses. Then write the
comparative adjective on the line provided.
1. A. J.’s house is

than my house. (noise)

2. The volume on the TV is

than on the radio. (loud)

3. I think Go Fish is an

game to play than Crazy Eights. (easy)

4. Humphrey’s cage is

than the one we saw in the pet store.

(clean)

5. A game of football has
6. This TV show is
7. Football is a

rules than a game of baseball. (strict)
than the last one we watched. (funny)
game than cards. (tough)

8. After playing outside all day, Ty is

than a lion! (hungry)

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Projectable 21.5

The World According to Humphrey

Grammar Comparative and Superlative Adjectives and Adverbs

Superlative Forms of Adjectives
A superlative adjective compares more than
two things, places, or people. Many superlative
adjectives end in -est.
Example
slow: slowest
A turtle is slowest of them all.

Thinking Question

Are there more than
two persons, places,
or things being
compared? Does the
adjective end in -est or
use most?

Form the superlative of each adjective in parentheses. Then write the
superlative adjective on the line provided.
1. Humphrey the hamster is the
2. A whale is the

pet in the house. (furry)

animal I saw on TV today. (big)
TV in the neighborhood. (loud)

3. The Thomas family has the

paws you have ever seen. (small)

4. Humphrey has the

5. Mrs. Thomas says that the den is the

room of all. (mess)

6. Beau is the

member of the Thomas family. (young)

7. Garth is the

student in the whole class. (sad)

8. Mrs. Brisbane thought of the

idea to help Garth feel better.

(nice)

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Projectable 21.6

The World According to Humphrey

Grammar Comparative and Superlative Adjectives and Adverbs

Comparative and Superlative
Forms of Adverbs
An adverb tells about a verb. It often ends with
the letters -ly.
Examples
slow: slowly A. J. walked slowly.
An adverb tells about a verb. It often ends
with the letters -ly.

Thinking Question

Does the adverb end in
-ly? Is the word more
or most added?

slow: more slowly Ty walked more slowly
than A. J.
Adding the word more before the -ly adverb
makes it comparative.
slow: most slowly Baby Beau walked most
slowly of all.
Adding the word most before the -ly adverb
makes it superlative.
Underline each comparative or superlative adverb. Write the word
comparative or superlative on the line.
1. In our house, the TV is turned up more loudly than the radio.

2. A. J. speaks more softly at home than he does at school.

3. Mrs. Thomas sings most beautifully when she is happy.

4. A. J. sees most clearly when he wears his glasses.
Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Projectable 24.4

Owen and Mzee Grammar Commas

Commas with Direct Speech
and Names
Use a comma or commas to set off the name
of a person being addressed directly.
Use a comma after introductory words such as
yes, no, and well to show a pause.
Use a comma to set off the words in a
quotation that tell who is speaking.
name of person being addressed
Haller Park, Sara, is home to many African
animals.

Thinking Question

Does the sentence
include an introductory
word or the name
of a person being
addressed?
Does the quotation
include words that tell
who is speaking?

introductory word
Yes, we do have lions and zebras here.
who is speaking
“I love zebras,” Sara said.
On your own paper, rewrite each sentence, using commas and quotation
marks correctly.
1. Jake said I’d like to visit an animal sanctuary.”
2. Chuck you should meet us at the zebra enclosure.
3. Mara asked Are you coming on Monday’s field trip Sy?”
4. Wait here’s the book you lent me Cheryl.
5. Art demanded “Where are you taking us Lee?
Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Projectable 24.5

Owen and Mzee Grammar Commas

Commas in Compound Sentences
In a compound sentence, a comma is used
before a coordinating conjunction such as
and, but, so, yet, and or.

coordinating conjunction
I love hippos, but elephants are my favorite animal.

Thinking Question
Which word is
the coordinating
conjunction?
Where does the
comma go in the
sentence?

comma
Identify the coordinating conjunction in each sentence below.
Then on your own paper, rewrite each sentence so that it is correctly
punctuated.
1. The hippo needed help yet he kept everyone at a distance.
2. There’s only one thing left to do on the report so let’s do it now.
3. Owen was stranded and his mother was nowhere in sight.
4. I’d like to go with you but I just don’t have time right now.
5. Do you need help or do you want to do that yourself?
6. People were surprised that Mzee and Owen became friends but
everyone was happy about the friendship.

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Projectable 24.6

Owen and Mzee Grammar Commas

More Uses of Commas
A series is a list of three or more items. Use the
word and or or before the last item in a series.
Use commas to separate items in a series.
Use commas in dates and place names.

Thinking Question

How are commas
used to separate the
items in the series?
How are commas
used in dates and
place names?

date
place name
On March 27, 2011, the zoo in Memphis, Tennesee,
got two pandas.
Rewrite each sentence, adding commas where they are needed.
1. We brought carrots sandwiches and fruit for our picnic lunch.
2. My friend David his brother Sean and their neighbor Emily came with us.
3. We couldn’t decide whether to visit the lion den the snake house or
the monkey house first.

4. Next year we want to visit the zoos in San Diego California and
Portland Oregon.

5. I want to see the bird exhibit that opened on May 3 2003 at the zoo in
Miami Florida.

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Projectable 25.4

The Fun They Had

Grammar Proper Mechanics

Capitalization and Writing Titles
Capitalize the first, the last, and each
important word in every title
Examples
Title of book: My Trip to Mars
Title of song: Johnny the Spaceman

Thinking Question

Which words in this title
should be capitalized?
Does this title name a
long work or a short
work?

Underline titles of long works such as books,
magazines, newspapers, movies, and works of art.
Example
Underline a book title: My Trip to Mars
Put quotation marks around the titles of shorter
works such as short stories, poems, songs, and
articles.
Example
Put quotations around a song title: “Johnny the
Spaceman”
Capitalize the titles below correctly. Then add an underline to the long
works, and place quotations around short works.
1. (poem) travel in space
2. (magazine) sky and star
3. (article) schools from our past
4. (work of art) the statue of liberty
5. (newspaper) daily space news
Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Projectable 25.5

The Fun They Had

Grammar Proper Mechanics

End Punctuation
Punctuation helps the reader to better
understand a sentence. A period (.) ends a
statement. An exclamation mark (!) ends an
exclamation. A question mark (?) ends
a question.

Thinking Question

What kind of sentence
is it? Does the sentence
tell something, ask
a question, or show
excitement?

Examples
Statement:
Margie wrote in her diary.
Question:
Do you have a diary?
Exclamation: I love diaries!
Write the correct end punctuation for each sentence.
1. How did Margie feel about school
2. The pages in the book were yellow and crinkly
3. Look at that old book
4. Will Margie finish reading her telebook
5. Margie learned from a mechanical teacher
6. The inspector took the mechanical teacher apart
7. Did all students go to a school long ago
8. Of course they did
9. Hooray for Tommy and Margie
10. Do you have a mechanical teacher

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Projectable 25.6

The Fun They Had

Grammar Proper Mechanics

Commas Before Coordinating
Conjunctions
A coordinating conjunction is a word used to
connect clauses in a sentence. Coordinating
conjunctions include and, but, or and so.
A comma is used before the coordinating
conjunction.

Thinking Question

How many independent
clauses are in the
sentence? What word
should connect the
clauses?

Examples
Tommy likes school.
Margie doesn’t.
Compound sentence: Tommy likes school, but
Margie doesn’t.
Use a comma and a coordinating conjunction to make compound sentences.
1. In the future, teachers will be machines. Students will learn at home.
2. Margie and Tommy read telebooks. We read paper books.
3. Margie didn’t know all students used to go to a school. Tommy had to
explain it to her.

4. The inspector took the mechanical teacher apart. He fixed it.

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Projectable 18.4

Hercules’ Quest Grammar Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases

Prepositions
A preposition is a word that shows a connection
between other words in a sentence.

Thinking Question

What word shows a
connection between
other words in the
sentence?

preposition
My favorite fable is about an unusual
road race.

Find the preposition in each underlined phrase. Then write the preposition
on the line.
1. The race is between a rabbit and a turtle.

between

2. The rabbit believes he can beat the turtle without any effort.
without
to

3. The turtle agrees to the rabbit’s challenge.

during

4. Dumbly, the rabbit takes a long nap during the race.

under

5. The turtle sees the rabbit sleeping under a tree.
6. Slowly, the turtle continues along the path.

along

7. Suddenly, the rabbit looks down the road.

down

8. He sees the turtle near the finish line.

near

9. All the other animals are cheering for the turtle.

for

10. The turtle reaches the finish line before the silly rabbit.

Grammar

before

Grade 4, Unit 4
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Journeys Projectables G4

Projectable 18.5

Hercules’ Quest

Grammar Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases

Prepositional Phrases
A prepositional phrase begins with a
preposition and ends with a noun or a
pronoun. These words and all of the
words in between them make up the
prepositional phrase.

Thinking Question

What phrase begins
with a preposition and
ends with a noun or
a pronoun?

The Nemean lion ate an antelope herd
for his breakfast.
prepositional phrase
In each sentence below, underline the prepositional phrase once and the
preposition twice.
1. The Nemean lion emerged from the trees.
2. Hercules hit the beast with his club .
3. The lion roared at the sky .
4. Hercules threw spears at the lion .
5. The lion ran in angry circles .
6. Hercules wrapped his hands around the lion’s neck .

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 4
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Projectable 18.6

Hercules’ Quest

Grammar Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases

Prepositional Phrases to
Provide Details
Thinking Question

What is the
prepositional phrase
in the sentence? What
details does it give
about the sentence?

A prepositional phrase can give more details
in a sentence. A prepositional phrase can tell
where, when, or how.
Hercules fought snakes with his
bare hands.
Where: He fought them in his crib.
When: He fought them in the morning.
How:

underline the prepositional phrase in each sentence. Write how, where, or
when on the line to tell what details it gives about the sentence.
1. The fight began at dawn .

when
where

2. Hercules ran to the Hydra’s cave .
3. He yelled into the darkness .

where
where

4. Terrified animals peeked from the forest .
5. The Hydra charged with a chilling scream .

how

6. Hercules swung his sword through the air .

where

7. Soon the Hydra’s heads rolled on the ground .

where

8. Hercules was grateful for the rest of his life .

when

9. He sailed home under beautiful stars .
10. The wind carried his boat to Greece .

where
where

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 4
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Projectable 21.4

The World According to Humphrey

Grammar Comparative and Superlative Adjectives and Adverbs

Comparative Forms of Adjectives
A comparative adjective compares two things,
places, or people. Many comparative adjectives
end in -er.
Example
comparative form of slow: slower
A rabbit is slower than a hamster.

Thinking Question

Are there two persons,
places, or things being
compared? Does the
adjective end in -er or
use more?

Form the comparative of each adjective in parentheses. Then write the
comparative adjective on the line provided.
1. A. J.’s house is

noisier

than my house. (noise)
louder

2. The volume on the TV is

than on the radio. (loud)

3. I think Go Fish is an

easier

game to play than Crazy Eights. (easy)

4. Humphrey’s cage is

cleaner

than the one we saw in the pet store.

(clean)

5. A game of football has
6. This TV show is

stricter

funnier

7. Football is a tougher

rules than a game of baseball. (strict)

than the last one we watched. (funny)

game than cards. (tough)

8. After playing outside all day, Ty is

hungrier than a lion! (hungry)

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Projectable 21.5

The World According to Humphrey

Grammar Comparative and Superlative Adjectives and Adverbs

Superlative Forms of Adjectives
A superlative adjective compares more than
two things, places, or people. Many superlative
adjectives end in -est.
Example
slow: slowest
A turtle is slowest of them all.

Thinking Question

Are there more than
two persons, places,
or things being
compared? Does the
adjective end in -est or
use most?

Form the superlative of each adjective in parentheses. Then write the
superlative adjective on the line provided.
1. Humphrey the hamster is the
2. A whale is the

biggest

furriest

pet in the house. (furry)

animal I saw on TV today. (big)

3. The Thomas family has the

loudest

TV in the neighborhood. (loud)

4. Humphrey has the smallest paws you have ever seen. (small)
5. Mrs. Thomas says that the den is the

messiest room of all. (mess)

6. Beau is the youngest member of the Thomas family. (young)
7. Garth is the

saddest student in the whole class. (sad)

8. Mrs. Brisbane thought of the

nicest

idea to help Garth feel better.

(nice)

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Grammar Comparative and Superlative Adjectives and Adverbs

Comparative and Superlative
Forms of Adverbs
An adverb tells about a verb. It often ends with
the letters -ly.
Examples
slow: slowly A. J. walked slowly.
An adverb tells about a verb. It often ends
with the letters -ly.

Thinking Question

Does the adverb end in
-ly? Is the word more
or most added?

slow: more slowly Ty walked more slowly
than A. J.
Adding the word more before the -ly adverb
makes it comparative.
slow: most slowly Baby Beau walked most
slowly of all.
Adding the word most before the -ly adverb
makes it superlative.
Underline each comparative or superlative adverb. Write the word
comparative or superlative on the line.
1. In our house, the TV is turned up more loudly than the radio.
comparative

2. A. J. speaks more softly at home than he does at school.
comparative

3. Mrs. Thomas sings most beautifully when she is happy.
superlative

4. A. J. sees most clearly when he wears his glasses.

superlative

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Commas with Direct Speech
and Names
Use a comma or commas to set off the name
of a person being addressed directly.
Use a comma after introductory words such as
yes, no, and well to show a pause.
Use a comma to set off the words in a
quotation that tell who is speaking.
name of person being addressed
Haller Park, Sara, is home to many African
animals.

Thinking Question

Does the sentence
include an introductory
word or the name
of a person being
addressed?
Does the quotation
include words that tell
who is speaking?

introductory word
Yes, we do have lions and zebras here.
who is speaking
“I love zebras,” Sara said.
On your own paper, rewrite each sentence, using commas and quotation
marks correctly.
1. Jake said,“I’d like to visit an animal sanctuary.”
2. Chuck,you should meet us at the zebra enclosure.
3. Mara asked,“Are you coming on Monday’s field trip Sy?
,
4. Wait,here’s the book you lent me Cheryl.
,
”
,
5. Art demanded ,“Where are you taking us Lee?
Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Commas in Compound Sentences
In a compound sentence, a comma is used
before a coordinating conjunction such as
and, but, so, yet, and or.

coordinating conjunction
I love hippos, but elephants are my favorite animal.

Thinking Question
Which word is
the coordinating
conjunction?
Where does the
comma go in the
sentence?

comma
Identify the coordinating conjunction in each sentence below.
Then on your own paper, rewrite each sentence so that it is correctly
punctuated.
1. The hippo needed help
, yet he kept everyone at a distance.
2. There’s only one thing left to do on the report, so let’s do it now.
3. Owen was stranded, and his mother was nowhere in sight.
4. I’d like to go with you, but I just don’t have time right now.
5. Do you need help, or do you want to do that yourself?
6. People were surprised that Mzee and Owen became friends but
,
everyone was happy about the friendship.

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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More Uses of Commas
A series is a list of three or more items. Use the
word and or or before the last item in a series.
Use commas to separate items in a series.
Use commas in dates and place names.

Thinking Question

How are commas
used to separate the
items in the series?
How are commas
used in dates and
place names?

date
place name
On March 27, 2011, the zoo in Memphis, Tennesee,
got two pandas.
Rewrite each sentence, adding commas where they are needed.
1. We brought carrots sandwiches and fruit for our picnic lunch.
We brought carrots, sandwiches, and fruit for our picnic lunch.

2. My friend David his brother Sean and their neighbor Emily came with us.
My friend David, his brother Sean, and their neighbor Emily came with us.

3. We couldn’t decide whether to visit the lion den the snake house or
the monkey house first.
We couldn’t decide whether to visit the lion den, the snake house, or
the monkey house first.

4. Next year we want to visit the zoos in San Diego California and
Portland Oregon.
Next year we want to visit the zoos in San Diego, California and
Portland, Oregon.

5. I want to see the bird exhibit that opened on May 3 2003 at the zoo in
Miami Florida.
I want to see the bird exhibit that opened on May 3, 2003, at the zoo in
Miami, Florida.

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Grammar Proper Mechanics

Capitalization and Writing Titles
Capitalize the first, the last, and each
important word in every title

Thinking Question

Examples
Title of book: My Trip to Mars
Title of song: Johnny the Spaceman

Which words in this title
should be capitalized?
Does this title name a
long work or a short
work?

Underline titles of long works such as books,
magazines, newspapers, movies, and works of art.
Example
Underline a book title: My Trip to Mars
Put quotation marks around the titles of shorter
works such as short stories, poems, songs, and
articles.
Example
Put quotations around a song title: “Johnny the
Spaceman”
Capitalize the titles below correctly. Then add an underline to the long
works, and place quotations around short works.
1. (poem) travel in space
2. (magazine) sky and star

“Travel in Space”
Sky and Star

3. (article) schools from our past “Schools from Our Past”
4. (work of art) the statue of liberty
5. (newspaper) daily space news

The Statue of Liberty
Daily Space News

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Grammar Proper Mechanics

End Punctuation
Punctuation helps the reader to better
understand a sentence. A period (.) ends a
statement. An exclamation mark (!) ends an
exclamation. A question mark (?) ends
a question.

Thinking Question

What kind of sentence
is it? Does the sentence
tell something, ask
a question, or show
excitement?

Examples
Statement:
Margie wrote in her diary.
Question:
Do you have a diary?
Exclamation: I love diaries!
Write the correct end punctuation for each sentence.
?

1. How did Margie feel about school

.

2. The pages in the book were yellow and crinkly
!

3. Look at that old book

?

4. Will Margie finish reading her telebook
5. Margie learned from a mechanical teacher

.
.

6. The inspector took the mechanical teacher apart
?

7. Did all students go to a school long ago
8. Of course they did

!

9. Hooray for Tommy and Margie
10. Do you have a mechanical teacher

!
?

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Grammar Proper Mechanics

Commas Before Coordinating
Conjunctions
A coordinating conjunction is a word used to
connect clauses in a sentence. Coordinating
conjunctions include and, but, or and so.
A comma is used before the coordinating
conjunction.

Thinking Question

How many independent
clauses are in the
sentence? What word
should connect the
clauses?

Examples
Tommy likes school.
Margie doesn’t.
Compound sentence: Tommy likes school, but
Margie doesn’t.
Use a comma and a coordinating conjunction to make compound sentences.
1. In the future, teachers will be machines. Students will learn at home.
In the future, teachers will be machines, and students will learn at home.

2. Margie and Tommy read telebooks. We read paper books.
Margie and Tommy read telebooks, but we read paper books.

3. Margie didn’t know all students used to go to a school. Tommy had to
explain it to her. Margie didn’t know all students used to go to a school,
so Tommy had to explain it to her.

4. The inspector took the mechanical teacher apart. He fixed it.
The inspector took the mechanical teacher apart,

and he fixed it.

Grammar

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Adages and Proverbs
Common Adages and Proverbs
1. All that glitters is not gold.
2. You’ve made your bed. Now lie in it.
3. Don’t count your chickens before
they hatch.
4. The early bird catches the worm.
5. You can catch more flies with honey than
with vinegar.

Adages and Proverbs
Adages and Proverbs

Meaning

Haste makes waste.
Look before you leap.
Still waters run deep.
Many hands make light work.
Might makes right.

Vocabulary Strategies
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The World According to Humphrey

Vocabulary Strategies Using Context

Using Context

Vocabulary

A Home for Your Hamster
It is important to choose the right kind of
home for your pet. Make sure your hamster
cage has a good cover. You might decide to
use an aquarium or a tube cage. Many people
believe that a traditional wire hamster cage is
the best choice. Figure out where you want to
keep the cage. Will it be in the corner of your
room? Do you want to be able to move it from
place to place? You do not want to block your
pet’s view of the world! One thing to remember
is that hamsters sleep during the day. Do
not put the cage somewhere that is too loud.
Hamsters can’t sleep through a racket.

Multiple-Meaning Word

Part of Speech

block
*bloquear
figure
*figurar
might
corner
cover
*cubierta
pet
racket
*Spanish
cognates

Meaning

Vocabulary Strategies

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Vocabulary Strategies Suffixes -ed, -ly

Suffixes -ed, -ly

Vocabulary

What Makes a Good Friend?
Obviously, everyone has a different
idea of what makes a good friend. Some
people think a good friend is someone
they see frequently. But what if the friend
lives many miles away? That can make it
fairly hard to see him or her. Naturally,
some friends have developed a special way
of talking when they see each other. They
might tell each other things that normally
they would keep a secret. This is because
true friends are always trusted pals. Some
friends have a lot in common, but others
do not. One friend might think it is fun to
tirelessly run laps around a track, while the
other would rather read a book.

obviously
*obviamente
normally
*normalmente
frequently
*frecuentemente
naturally
*naturalmente
developed
trusted
fairly
tirelessly
*Spanish cognates

Word Web

Suffixes -ed, -ly

Vocabulary Strategies

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Vocabulary Strategies Greek and Latin Word Parts meter, therm, aud, fac

Greek and Latin Word Parts
What Will the Future Be Like?
Have you ever wondered what it will be
like to live in the future? Perhaps by then, the
thermal energy produced by a factory in a day
will create enough power to sustain a city for
a week. Computers only as big as a centimeter
will be manufactured for our homes and
customized to respond to audio commands.
Thermometers will measure not only your
temperature but also your mood!
My simple hope is that all the loud trucks
and buses that drive past my window at night
will run silently by then and be barely audible
above the noises of the birds. What do you
hope for in the future?

Vocabulary
thermal
*termal
thermometer
*termómetro
centimeter
*centímetro
audible
*audible
audio
*audio
manufactured
factory
*factoría
*Spanish
cognates

meter, therm
aud, fac

Vocabulary Strategies
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Adages and Proverbs
Common Adages and Proverbs
1. All that glitters is not gold.
2. You’ve made your bed. Now lie in it.
3. Don’t count your chickens before
they hatch.
4. The early bird catches the worm.
5. You can catch more flies with honey than
with vinegar.

Adages and Proverbs
Adages and Proverbs

Meaning

Haste makes waste.

Working too fast can cause mistakes.

Look before you leap.

Think about the results before you act.

Still waters run deep.

Appearances can be deceiving.

Many hands make light work.

Working together is easier than working
alone.

Might makes right.

Those with power make the rules.

Vocabulary Strategies

Grade 4, Unit 4
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Using Context

Vocabulary

A Home for Your Hamster
It is important to choose the right kind of
home for your pet. Make sure your hamster
cage has a good cover. You might decide to
use an aquarium or a tube cage. Many people
believe that a traditional wire hamster cage is
the best choice. Figure out where you want to
keep the cage. Will it be in the corner of your
room? Do you want to be able to move it from
place to place? You do not want to block your
pet’s view of the world! One thing to remember
is that hamsters sleep during the day. Do
not put the cage somewhere that is too loud.
Hamsters can’t sleep through a racket.

Multiple-Meaning Word
pet
might
fi gure
corner
block
racket

Part of Speech
noun
helping verb
verb
noun
verb
noun

block
*bloquear
fi gure
*fi gurar
might
corner
cover
*cubierta
pet
racket
*Spanish
cognates

Meaning
an animal you
take care of
possibility of
decide or solve
a place where
walls meet
to close off
loud noise

Vocabulary Strategies
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Suffixes -ed, -ly

Vocabulary

What Makes a Good Friend?
Obviously, everyone has a different
idea of what makes a good friend. Some
people think a good friend is someone
they see frequently. But what if the friend
lives many miles away? That can make it
fairly hard to see him or her. Naturally,
some friends have developed a special way
of talking when they see each other. They
might tell each other things that normally
they would keep a secret. This is because
true friends are always trusted pals. Some
friends have a lot in common, but others
do not. One friend might think it is fun to
tirelessly run laps around a track, while the
other would rather read a book.

obviously
*obviamente
normally
*normalmente
frequently
*frecuentemente
naturally
*naturalmente
developed
trusted
fairly
tirelessly
*Spanish cognates

Word Web

tirelessly

fairly

trusted

Suffixes -ed, -ly

obviously

normally

frequently

developed
naturally

Vocabulary Strategies
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Vocabulary Strategies Greek and Latin Word Parts meter, therm, aud, fac

Greek and Latin Word Parts

Vocabulary

What Will the Future Be Like?
Have you ever wondered what it will be
like to live in the future? Perhaps by then, the
thermal energy produced by a factory in a day
will create enough power to sustain a city for
a week. Computers only as big as a centimeter
will be manufactured for our homes and
customized to respond to audio commands.
Thermometers will measure not only your
temperature but also your mood!
My simple hope is that all the loud trucks
and buses that drive past my window at night
will run silently by then and be barely audible
above the noises of the birds. What do you
hope for in the future?

thermal, thermometer

thermal
*termal
thermometer
*termómetro
centimeter
*centímetro
audible
*audible
audio
*audio
manufactured
factory
*factoría
*Spanish
cognates

thermometer, centimeter

meter, therm
aud, fac
audible, audio

manufactured, factory

Vocabulary Strategies

Grade 4, Unit 5
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Name

Date

Reading

Assessment 1
Reading
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The Mysterious Tree
I had always thought that Fernwood, the town where I live, was an
ordinary town. The homes were ordinary, the people were ordinary,
and even our pets were ordinary. A sign in front of the courthouse read:
Welcome to Fernwood! An Ordinary, Peaceful Town.
Then one day, I was out with my friends Phillipe and Rosa. We were
walking in the town square, going back to my place after school like we
did every day. As we approached the courthouse, Rosa looked up and
suddenly stopped in her tracks. “What’s coming out of the courthouse
roof?” she asked. She held up her hand to shield her eyes. The sun was
shining into our faces, so it was hard to see. “Whatever it is, it certainly
isn’t ordinary!”
“Hey,” said Phillipe, squinting. “I think it’s a little green leaf.”
“I see two leaves,” I said as I looked up.
“It looks like a little tree growing up there!” said Rosa, straining her
eyes against the sun. She looked beyond the old-fashioned clock toward the
gleaming white spire sticking out above it.
“If we tell anyone about it, they might pressure Mayor Kaplan to get rid
of it,” said Phillipe. “Let’s give that little tree a chance to grow.”
Before we knew it, school was over; summer had arrived, and to our
surprise, our days were filled with some not-so-ordinary events. Phillipe’s
cat Roco, who had been lost since last year, mysteriously returned home.
Phillipe discovered him meowing at his back door early one morning. They
never figured out where he had been. Then Rosa found $20 in her library
book. She returned the money to the library and when no one claimed it,
it became hers. My not-so-ordinary event was a big surprise to both my
softball team and me. I hit my first home run ever during a game against our
biggest rival. We were down by three runs and did not think we could come
back to win. My home run happened to be a grand slam that won the game.
Assessment 1
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Whenever we were downtown near the courthouse that summer, we
looked up at its roof and couldn’t help but marvel at that curious little tree
still perched there, high above the town. Rosa, Phillipe, and I wondered if
we were the only ones who noticed it.
When fall came, the town council decided to spruce up the clock tower
by giving it a new coat of paint. Of course, when the painters scaled the
courthouse clock tower, they discovered the little tree. My friends and I
decided to go to the next town meeting. We were worried that the adults
might only be able to see this tree one way: as an annoyance. As for us, we
imagined that the tree might be linked to all the astonishing things that
had happened to us over the summer. We thought it would be a good idea
to return the favor and protect this little tree.
The night of the town meeting, Phillipe spoke. “No one has ever heard
of a tree growing out of a roof. That makes this tree unique. Please don’t
cut it down. It brought my friends and me luck all summer.” The vote
was unanimous that the tree could stay where it was. Today the town sign
reads: Welcome to Fernwood! Home of the Famous Courthouse Tree.

1

Read the sentences from the passage.
When fall came, the town council decided to spruce up the clock
tower by giving it a new coat of paint. Of course, when the painters
scaled the courthouse clock tower, they discovered the little tree.
What does scaled most likely mean?
A

scraped

B

climbed

C

weighed

D

investigated

Assessment 1
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2

Reading

Read the sentences from the passage.
As we approached the courthouse, Rosa looked up and suddenly
stopped in her tracks. “What’s coming out of the courthouse
roof?” she asked. She held up her hand to shield her eyes. The
sun was shining into our faces, so it was hard to see.
What is the most likely reason the narrator thought the sun shining
was important?
A

It gave a clue about what season it was.

B

It meant the tree would get enough light.

C

It showed that some people might not see the tree.

D

3

It showed that Rosa really wanted to see the top of the spire even
though it was hard.

Underline three sentences from the passage that explain why Rosa,
Phillipe, and the narrator decide to attend the town meeting.
When fall came, the town council decided to spruce up the
clock tower by giving it a new coat of paint. Of course, when
the painters scaled the courthouse clock tower, they discovered
the little tree. My friends and I decided to go to the next town
meeting. We were worried that the adults might only be able to
see this tree one way: as an annoyance. As for us, we imagined
that the tree might be linked to all the astonishing things that
had happened to us over the summer. We thought it would be a
good idea to return the favor and protect this little tree.

Assessment 1
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5

Date

Reading

Which idea best describes the theme of the story?
A

Trees can bring good luck to people.

B

You can get others to see your side of things.

C

Unusual things can happen in ordinary places.

D

Friends should work together to make things happen.

Which words best describe the characters in this passage?
Choose two.
A

lonely

B

caring

C

mean

D

strong

(

tough

F

watchful

Assessment 1
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Growing a Patch of the Prairie
Kimberly was on her way to the library when she saw her neighbor,
Mrs. Lin, standing in her yard. Mrs. Lin was writing “For Sale” on a piece
of cardboard. On the sidewalk were a lawn mower, two sprinklers, and four
garden hoses. Kimberly thought it was odd that Mrs. Lin would want to
sell all her garden tools.
“What are you doing, having a yard sale?” Kimberly asked Mrs. Lin.
“Yes, I’m selling my lawn and everything I need to care for it,” said
Mrs. Lin, happy with her misdirection.
“How can you sell your lawn?” Kimberly asked. She was puzzled.
“Well, I’m not selling the lawn,” said Mrs. Lin. “I’m just getting a new
kind of grass to plant here.”
Mrs. Lin’s lawn was so pretty that marching bands from around the
state came to practice on it. There was a good reason for that. Mrs. Lin was
always working in her yard. The grass was a beautiful shade of green. It did
not have any bare spots or weeds.
“Why would you ever want to change your perfect lawn into something
else?” Kimberly asked.
“I know it’s perfect, but that’s because I work on it and water it so
much. I’ve decided that’s perfectly wrong for the kind of area where we
live. In the summer, we have periods when there is no rain and the ground
is as dry as a bone. I don’t want to waste water by using it on my lawn.
That’s why I asked the man at the garden shop to bring me buffalo grass to
plant here instead.”
Kimberly thought about the kind of grass that buffaloes would eat. She
imagined a little piece of the Great Plains in Mrs. Lin’s yard. She had been
learning about the plants of the Great Plains in school. “Are you planting a
prairie in your yard?” she asked.

Assessment 1
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“Yes, I guess you could say that,” Mrs. Lin said with a smile. “Buffalo
grass is the same grass that settlers used to build sod houses on the
prairies. They used it because there was a lot of it all around. You can grow
it in this climate without much water. If it only rains every now and then,
the lawn will be just fine.”
“Now I understand why you’re selling the sprinklers and hoses. You will
have to cut the buffalo grass, so won’t you still need your lawn mower?”
Kimberly asked.
Mrs. Lin smiled like a child letting out a big secret. “Since buffalo grass
grows only eight inches tall, I’ll only have to mow it a couple of times a
year. I’m going to get a mower that I can push by myself. Without that loud
engine running, I’ll be able to hear the birds while I cut the grass. Plus,
I won’t be using gas or electricity to mow. It will be good exercise.”
“But if you’re not taking care of your grass, when will I see you?”
Kimberly asked with a frown. Kimberly and Mrs. Lin usually talked
during gardening time. Kimberly did not want to miss out on her time with
Mrs. Lin.
Mrs. Lin seemed pleased by Kimberly’s question. She pointed to her
porch and said, “Those two chairs are for us to sit in while we look at the
buffalo grass. We can admire the yard as we drink lemonade and chat.
I’ll not only have more time to spend with you, but I’ll be helping the
environment too.”

6

Mrs. Lin tells Kimberly that she will save water by planting buffalo
grass. In what other way will the new grass help the environment?
A

Mrs. Lin will spend less money.

B

Mrs. Lin will get more exercise.

C

Mrs. Lin will not have to mow as often.

D

Mrs. Lin will not need gas or electricity to mow.

Assessment 1
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8

Reading

Why does Kimberly think it is odd that Mrs. Lin would sell her
garden tools?
A

Mrs. Lin does a lot of gardening.

B

Mrs. Lin doesn’t need the money.

C

Mrs. Lin’s garden tools are very old.

D

Mrs. Lin won’t be outside to talk anymore.

This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then,
answer part B.

Part A
Read the sentences from the passage.
“What are you doing, having a yard sale?” Kimberly asked Mrs. Lin.
“Yes, I’m selling my lawn and everything I need to care for it,”
said Mrs. Lin, happy with her misdirection.
What was Mrs. Lin’s misdirection?
A

She was trying to tell Kimberly to buy her lawn.

B

She wanted Kimberly to believe she was moving.

C

She wanted Kimberly to understand she was getting a new lawn.

D

She knew that she wasn’t having the kind of yard sale Kimberly
meant.

Part B
Read the sentences from the passage.
“How can you sell your lawn?” Kimberly asked. She was puzzled.
Why was Kimberly puzzled? Choose the most likely reason.
A

She didn’t understand that Mrs. Lin meant only the lawn and not
the yard.

B

She thought Mrs. Lin was moving.

C

Mrs. Lin was happy, but selling a lawn is a sad thing.

D

Kimberly didn’t want to miss out on her time with Mrs. Lin.

Assessment 1
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Which sentence from the passage includes an example of hyperbole?
A

“Mrs. Lin’s lawn was so pretty that marching bands from around
the state came to practice on it.”

B

“She imagined a little piece of the Great Plains in Mrs. Lin’s
yard.”

C

“Mrs. Lin smiled like a child letting out a big secret.”

D

“Kimberly didn’t want to miss out on her time with Mrs. Lin.”

Compare the narration of “The Mysterious Tree” and “Growing a
Patch of the Prairie.” Whose point of view is represented in each
passage, and how does this help or not help the reader understand
each story? Be sure to include whether each passage is told in the
first-person or third-person perspective. Include examples from each
passage to support your answer.
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

When Disaster Strikes
Hurricane Katrina slammed into New Orleans, Louisiana, in 2005.
The devastation it caused was heartbreaking. Whole neighborhoods were
reduced to rubble. Many people lost their lives, and others were trapped by
rising floods. The floods rose after the levees broke days after the storm.
Levees are built to hold back water in places where the land is below the
water’s level.

It is hard to picture such destruction. The city still has not fully
recovered. Soon after Katrina hit, Steve Pendergrass and his dog Marc
were called in. They were one of dozens of dog rescue teams whose job
was to search for survivors. Each morning they were up at 5:30 to begin
searching. Marc spent long hours crawling over the rubble. He ended the
day with sore muscles and bruises. But the heroic dog never gave up. Steve
needs Marc’s skills because dogs can crawl into spaces where a man can’t
fit. Dogs also have better senses of hearing and smell than humans.
Marc’s hard work paid off one day when he helped rescue a 74-yearold man. National Guard members had to break into the house. The man
was unconscious and near death. With him was a puppy, which was also
rescued.
Recently, disaster rescue dogs like Marc have become more important.
Some of the dogs are certified by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency or FEMA. FEMA is the U.S. government agency that helps in
disasters around the country. The FEMA certificate means the dogs have
completed training and can work in disaster situations. These rescue dogs
are sometimes called “urban search and rescue dogs.” They are given this
name because they often work in cities affected by disasters.
Assessment 1
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Disaster rescue dogs search in dangerous conditions. They must be fit
enough to work long hours. They also must be able to work independently
away from their handlers. They must be careful not to fall or get caught in
anything. Dogs frequently work without a collar or a harness, which could
get caught on wreckage. A disaster rescue dog cannot be too large. Too
much weight might cause rubble to collapse. Very small dogs are not suited
to the work, either. They have trouble making their way across gaps.
During a real emergency, no one knows whether any people will be
found. It’s important for a rescue dog to feel a sense of accomplishment.
Many rescue dogs get a reward after fi nishing a job. This reward helps keep
the dog happy and hardworking. For example, the dog might get to play
fetch or another game after it rescues someone. In that way, working dogs
are not very different from dogs who don’t work. If a dog fi nishes searching
and doesn’t discover anyone, a handler may ask a person to hide. Then the
dog is sent to find the pretend “victim” and receives its usual reward.
Training a search and rescue dog is a big job. It can take years of hard
work. Then the dog and its handler must spend hours each week practicing.
They spend a lot of time together and must have a close relationship. Most
rescue dog handlers are volunteers who spend their own money and time.
The dogs they train are also their pets.
Some of the best rescue dogs have been saved from animal shelters.
A pet dog with a lot of curiosity and extra energy can become destructive.
It needs a lot of exercise. A dog may also become bored if it doesn’t have
a job. But that same dog may shine when someone challenges it with the
important job of search and rescue.

Assessment 1
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

10

Grade 4

Grade 4
ASSESSMENT 1

Name

11

Date

Reading

Read the paragraph from the passage.
Marc’s hard work paid off one day when he helped rescue a
74-year-old man. National Guard members had to break into the
house. The man was unconscious and near death. With him was a
puppy, which was also rescued.
What are the most likely reasons the author mentions that Marc
helped rescue a 74-year-old man? Choose two.

12

A

to show that Marc should get paid

B

to show that Marc needs more training

C

to show that Marc was helpful after the hurricane

D

to show that Marc could not save the man himself

(

to show that training rescue dogs like Marc is important

F

to show that Marc heard the puppy so he was able to find
the man

This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then,
answer part B.

Part A
Based on the map in the passage, what is the most likely reason New
Orleans suffered such damage after Hurricane Katrina?
A

People were not prepared.

B

The city is surrounded by water.

C

The buildings were not strong enough.

D

People did not think the storm would be that strong.

Part B
Which sentence from the passage best supports the answer to part A?
A

“Whole neighborhoods were reduced to rubble.”

B

“Many people lost their lives, and others were trapped by rising
floods.”

C

“It is hard to picture such destruction.”

D

“The city still has not fully recovered.”
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Read the sentences from the passage.
Each morning they were up at 5:30 to begin searching. Marc
spent long hours crawling over the rubble. He ended the day with
sore muscles and bruises.
Which word is the best choice to replace the word rubble?

14

A

junk

B

houses

C

mountain

D

wreckage

Read the paragraph from the passage. Underline one sentence that
gives an example of why rescue dogs cannot be too large.
Disaster rescue dogs search in dangerous conditions. They must
be fit enough to work long hours. They also must be able to
work independently away from their handlers. They must be
careful not to fall or get caught in anything. Dogs frequently
work without a collar or a harness, which could get caught on
wreckage. A disaster rescue dog cannot be too large. Too much
weight might cause rubble to collapse. Very small dogs are not
suited to the work, either. They have trouble making their way
across gaps.

15

Read the sentences from the passage.
If a dog finishes searching and doesn’t discover anyone, a handler
may ask a person to hide. Then the dog is sent to find the pretend
“victim” and receives its usual reward.
What is the best definition for discover as it is used in the passage?
A

find

B

hide

C

work

D

answer

Assessment 1
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Instinct and Intelligence
Human intelligence is the ability to learn and to understand new
situations. This intelligence comes in many different forms. Think about
people you know. Some of them are very skilled at solving problems using
logic. Others are better at using information on hand. Humans have the
ability to solve problems, learn new things, and make decisions. This is
because they have good memories and can use language well.
It is important to distinguish between intelligence and instinct. An
instinct is a living being’s natural understanding of how to act or how to
do something. For instance, a spider’s instincts tell it how to spin a web.
The spider did not have to learn how to do this. Many animals, including
humans, use their instincts to respond to their environment. For example,
when it gets dark outside, your instinct tells you that you are tired. You
don’t have to learn how to sleep. You were born able to do so. You are
displaying an instinct. However, when you learn how to do something,
you are displaying intelligence. You were not born knowing how to read
this passage. You learned. Although scientists have tried to teach some
monkeys, so far they remain illiterate. Some baboons, however, can tell
the difference between fake words and real ones. The difference between
humans and baboons is that baboons cannot tell what the words mean.
Animals also possess intelligence. Scientists have studied the abilities
of different species to perform mental tasks. These require thinking and
reasoning. Scientists consider chimpanzees to be among the most intelligent
animal species. Dolphins, birds, and dogs are considered to be very
intelligent, too.

Assessment 1
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The ability to solve problems is one of the best signs of intelligence.
The chimpanzee, or chimp, is also an excellent problem solver. In order
to test chimps’ intelligence, scientists give them mental tasks to perform.
Scientists might hang a treat where a chimp cannot reach it. The scientists
then wait for the chimp to solve the problem. The chimp might stack boxes
or logs and then stand on them to reach the treat. It might make or fi nd a
pointed stick and use that to reach the treat. In the wild, chimpanzees use
grass, sticks, and leaves as tools. The tools help them gather food and hunt
prey. A chimp will put a stick into an ant hole and use it to gather ants to
eat. Chimps also use rocks and wood as hammers to crack the hard shells
of nuts. Smart stuff! The ability to use tools is a characteristic, or trait, that
helps chimps survive.
Other animals also use tools. Scientists have discovered that alligators
use small sticks to attract birds. The birds are looking for building
materials for their nests. An unsuspecting bird may try to grab the stick
and become an alligator snack. Scientists do not know enough about
alligators to know how intelligent they may be.
They are learning, however, how intelligent elephants are. Experiments
have shown that elephants can use tools to get food that is out of reach.
They also remember the strategy the next time they need it.
Although scientists agree that baboons learn easily, they don’t agree
about how intelligent they are. Are baboons smart? Or are they just very
good at copying what they see? Some scientists believe that primates
can perform tasks without really learning anything. In fact, the English
language has several expressions that mimic this belief. One of them is
“monkey see, monkey do.”
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Read the sentences. Underline the word that means cannot read.
You were not born knowing how to read this passage. You
learned. Although scientists have tried to teach some monkeys,
so far they remain illiterate. Some baboons, however, can tell
the difference between fake words and real ones. The difference
between humans and baboons is that baboons cannot tell
what the words mean.

17

This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then,
answer part B.

Part A
Read the sentences from the passage.
Some scientists believe that primates can perform tasks without
really learning anything. In fact, the English language has several
expressions that mimic this belief. One of them is “monkey see,
monkey do.”
What is the best explanation for the idiom “monkey see,
monkey do”?
A

Monkeys learn by copying what they see others do.

B

Monkeys don’t do anything unless they see it done first.

C

Monkeys are good actors because they can copy anyone.

D

Monkeys copy things, but they may not be learning from them.

Part B
What is the most likely reason the author chose to use the word
mimic in the sentence above?
A

Because “mimic” can also mean “copy” and it shows what the
scientists think.

B

Because “mimic” can also mean “play” and it shows what the
scientists think.

C

Because “mimic” can also mean “learn” and it shows what the
scientists think.

D

Because “mimic” can also mean “pretend” and it shows what the
scientists think.
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One way scientists decide whether an animal is intelligent is if it
understands cause and effect. Which experiment would give scientists
the most information to help with that decision?
A

Throw a stick to see if a dog chases it.

B

Let a bird out of a cage to see if it flies away.

C

Turn off the lights to see if an animal goes to sleep.

D

Give an elephant a stool to see if it stands on it to reach food.

If you wanted to learn up-to-date information about animal
intelligence and instinct, which two resources would be the best
places to look?
A

a pet store website

B

an online encyclopedia

C

a book published in 1999

D

a magazine for dog lovers

(

a fictional passage about apes

F

a website about animal research

Using information and examples from both passages, explain
whether you think Marc is using intelligence or instinct in his job
as a rescue dog.
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Number

Correct
Answer

Unit, Lesson, Program Skill

CCSS

Depth of
Knowledge

Reading

1
2
3

B

U1L3: Vocabulary Strategy: Using Context

L.4.4a

2

C

U1L4: Comprehension: Theme

RL.4.1

3

U1L5: Comprehension: Understanding Characters

RL.4.1

3

U1L4: Comprehension: Theme

RL.4.2

3

U1L5: Comprehension: Understanding Characters

RL.4.1

2

D

U1L4: Comprehension: Theme

RL.4.1

3

A

U1L5: Comprehension: Understanding Characters

RL.4.1

2

U1L4: Vocabulary Strategy: Prefixes non-, mis-

L.4.4b

2

U1L5: Comprehension: Hyperbole

RL.4.4

1

U1L1: Comprehension: Point of View

RL.4.6

4

See answer
below.

“We were worried...”; “We thought it ...”; “As for us, we imagined that...”

4
5
6
7
8
9

C
B, F

D; A
A
See rubric on
p. T24.

10

Sample two-point response: “The Mysterious Tree” is written in first person and “Growing a Patch of the
Prairie” is in third person. The author used first person because it helps the reader know what the narrator
and the other friends are thinking. For example, it starts by saying how the narrator feels about the town of
Fernwood. The second story is in third person, so the author has to tell the reader what the characters are
feeling by using words like “happily,” “puzzled” and “with a smile.”
Sample one-point response: “The Mysterious Tree” tells about a town written by a person who lives there.
You can tell that because it says “I.” “Growing a Patch of the Prairie” talks about two people who are
neighbors, but it doesn’t use “I.” You don’t know who is telling the story.

11

C, E

U1L2: Comprehension: Author’s Purpose

RI.4.8

3

12

B; B

U1L3: Comprehension: Interpret Visuals

RI.4.7

2

13

D

U1L3: Vocabulary Strategy: Using Context

L.4.4a

2

14

Too much
weight...

U1L2: Comprehension: Author’s Purpose

RI.4.8

2

15

A

U1L1: Vocabulary Strategy: Prefixes re-, un-, dis-

L.4.4b

2

16

illiterate

U1L2: Vocabulary Strategy: Prefixes: in-, im-, il-, ir-

L.4.4b

3

17

D; A

U1L2: Comprehension: Idioms

L.4.5b

2

18

D

U1L3: Comprehension: Cause and Effect

RI.4.5

3

19

B, F

U1L5: Vocabulary Strategy: Reference Materials

L.4.4c

3

U1L3: Comprehension: Domain-Specific Vocabulary

RI.4.4

3

See rubric on
p. T24.

20

Sample two-point response: Dogs have intelligence. The second article says instinct means something you
are born with. Dogs are not born with the rescue skill, so it is not an instinct. The first article says dogs have
to spend hours training to learn the skill. They also sometimes have to do things without their trainer there so
that means they must be able to think.
Sample one-point response: Dogs have intelligence because they can learn. Otherwise, they would not be
able to be rescue dogs. Rescue dogs have to train and do things without their owners around.
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Friendly Letter
Write a letter to your friend telling him about your summer break plans, after
exam.
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
____________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
__________________________
__________________________
Writing Checklist:
I wrote a clear introduction, paragraphs and conclusion. (2M)
I wrote supporting details to describe facts (2M)
I use precise words to convey ideas (1.5M)
I can use transition words in the paragraphs (1.5M)
I used correct spellings, punctuations and capitalizations. (2M)
My draft is neat and presentable. (1M)

Personal Narrative
Write a personal Narrative on your best memory of a family gathering.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Writing Checklist:
I wrote a clear introduction, paragraphs and conclusion. (2M)
I wrote supporting details to describe facts (2M)
I use precise words to convey ideas (1.5M)
I can use transition words in the paragraphs (1.5M)
I used correct spellings, punctuations and capitalizations. (2M)
My draft is neat and presentable. (1M)

Fictional Narrative
Write a narrative about a character who keeps on eating the whole day.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Writing Checklist:
I wrote a clear introduction, paragraphs and conclusion. (2M)
I wrote supporting details to describe facts (2M)
I use precise words to convey ideas (1.5M)
I can use transition words in the paragraphs (1.5M)
I used correct spellings, punctuations and capitalizations. (2M)
My draft is neat and presentable. (1M)

